SANDY TURF TIPS #2
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Proper Mowing
Bermuda and Zoysia (most of our lawns are Bermuda)
· The best mowing height during the growing season is 1-2 inches for Bermuda and Zoysia grass.  I lean more to 2 inches because shorter grass tends to have more issues with fungus.
· The most important part is keeping the lawn at the same mowing height.  Remember the top third of your grass is the green part.  Waiting to mow your lawn and cutting more than 1/3rd of the grass blade cuts the green part of the blade off and makes your yard look brown.  While this will grow back out it’s called mower scalp and looks bad. 
· Mow at least once a week
Fescue (a few of our lawns could have fescue in the back)
· Mow lawn to 3 inches in height
· Mow at least once a week
· Mow before grass gets above 5 inches tall

Proper Watering
Always water in the morning so excess water can evaporate before dark.  Wet lawns at night can cause issues with lawn fungus. If you cannot water in the early part of the day -water.  The most important part is to keep your yard properly hydrated. If you have a lawn service always water in fertilization rounds immediately to get the best out of your service. 
The minimum amount needed:
· 1” of water a week (Mother Nature counts!)
· All applied at onetime for a “deeper” watering, do not spread the 1” over a week. Remember the goal is to get as much of the water to the root system so the roots grow deeper not just wet the top. 
· 
Average time to water 1” will vary depending on water pressure and type of sprinkler.
· Most sprinklers it will take around 45 minutes. You can test this by putting out a few tuna cans (flat Tupperware works also) in the zone you are watering and time how long it will fill each can to 1”

Summer Stress and watering (usually you will see cracked dry soil when this is happening)
· During the hottest parts of summer, you might need to water 1” twice a week to ensure the lawn is not only healthy but looks excellent.
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The Nice Guys




